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From t he Pastes Pen
AN

OTHANK YOUSOG

In the 17" chapter of the Gospel of Saint Luke, there is the story of ten men who Jesus encoun-
tered while traveling between Samaria and Galilee. They were all afflicted with the most dreadful dis-
ease of that day. The disease of leprosy which rendered those who were so afflicted as unclean,
meaning that they were isolated from society. When Jesus saw them in their condition He said to
t hem, iGo and show yourselves to the Priestso. As t heyatWlent
only one of them turned back to say #AThank Youo when he Bsaw
some valuable lessons on Thanksgiving.

First, Thankfulness is not a mere expression or proclamation, it is an attitude. The record does not say that the nine made
no expression of appreciation, they may have done so. But the difference between them and the one who turned back is his
attitude. Notice: he came back praising God in a loud voice. He then threw himself at Jesus feet and thanked Him. Notice also
that he defied the odds because the text says that fAhe wdks a
had an attitude of gratitude, he was not concerned about criticism or persecution. He was genuinely thankful.

Second, Thankfulness completes your healing. Healing means to be made whole. Notice: all ten were healed. They all
walked away free from the disease that held them captive. But, the nine failed to realize that they needed more than freedom
from disease. They needed an internal release from the pain of their crisis. Only God can release us from the internal trauma of
our | ife experiences. Jesus said to the one who turned bj@ack
See, they were healed but he was WHOLE.

Third, Thankfulness deepens our appreciation for the gift of life. The one who turned back and praised Him was really ex-
pressing his thankfulness to Jesus not only for the healing but for the gift of life that would allow him to enjoy the healing. Jesus
did say Al have come to give you Ilife in all of its abualddance
of his needs in life.

Thanksgiving Day is more than just a national holiday. Hear George Washington who proclaimed the first Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday as he said:

AWHEREAS, I' T I'S THE DUTY OF ALL NATIONS TO ACKNOWLEDGEBMTHE
TO OBEY HIS WILL, TO BE GREATFUL FOR HIS BENEFITS, AND HUMBLY TO IMPLORE HIS PROTECTION AND

FAVOR; WHEREAS, BOTH THE HOUSES OF CONGRESS HAVE, BY THEIR JOINT COMMITTEE, REQUESTED ME

TO RECOMEMEND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES A DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER,

TO BE OBSERVED BY ACKNOWLEDGING WITH GREATFUL HEARTS THE MANY AND SIGNAL FAVORS OF AL-

MIGHTY GOD, ESPECIALLY BY AFFORDING THEM AN OPPORTUNITY PEACEABLY TO ESTABLISH A FORM OF
GOVERNMENT FOR THEI R SAFETY AND HAPPI NESS! 0 NOW THEREFG@RE,
VOTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATES TO THE SERVICE OF THAT GREAT AND GLORIOUS BEING, WHO IS THE
BENEFICENT AUTHOR OF ALL THE GOOD THAT WAS, THAT IS, OR THAT WILL BE, THAT WE MAY THEN ALL
UNITE I N RENDERI NG UNTO HI M OUR SI NCERE AND HUMBLE THANKS! 0o

Now | et the people of God say, ATHANK YOUO

Commi ssioned by #AHI MO

Dr. Anthony R. Obey, Sr. Pastor/Overseer.
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A Family Reunion
New Lifers attend annual church picnic

Imagine the song titled
by the O0O6Jays. Now i m
macaroni & cheese, salads, corn on the cob, baked
beans, and all kinds of cakes and pies. Now add to
that, perfect weather coupled with the smiles and
giggles of children, youth, and adults. That was
exactly the setting on Saturday, August 30th as New
Lifers gathered together in fellowship for our annual
picnic. Coordinated by
tivities kicked off at 10:00 a.m. at Rainier Park in
Lacey. Following an opening prayer, the day was
filled with sports events such as volleyball, softball,
basketball, and football toss. Special events were
coordinated for the children as well, to in-

clude an old-fashioned cake walk.

Of course, the highlight of the day was the barbe-
gue. We had some of the best cooks in town !

The food was surely worth the wait in the long
line.

Service with a smile!

t

Looks like Official Taste -Testers.

I think it passed the test!!

Yum, yum!!!

Our camera captured many happy faces 1 some un-

aware:

And some struck a pose:




